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status of the hand in patients with rheumatoid arthritis. Evaluation of
the functional status of the hand in the patients with rheumatoid
arthritis (RA) is necessary in order to quantify the functional
capacity of the joint and to predict the functional outcome. Various
clinical tests for the assessment of hand function are available, but
none of them are satisfactory. Therefore, evaluation of hand
function is difficult to obtain and the data are limited. This study
included 50 RA patients without recent joint replacement surgery.
Clinical assessment of the function of the hand was performed with
the Disability of the Arm, Shoulder and Hand (DASH) questionnaire
and the Functional Rating Index (FRI). The results showed that
DASH score and FRI score were strongly correlated (r = 0.872).
Evaluation of the patients' functional status with DASH and FRI
score was considered to be simple and useful for quantifying the
functional capacity of the hand in the RA patients.An improved
insulin pump assembly of a microprocessor-based insulin infusion
system with rapid-acting insulin delivery. The prototype of a
miniaturized microprocessor-based insulin infusion system is
described. The assembly contains three component parts: the
microprocessor, the pump and the infusion set. With this assembly,
rapid-acting insulin (insulin aspart) can be delivered continuously for
24 hr. Insulin delivery can be increased or decreased by the
microprocessor according to the insulin consumption. The minimum
time needed for insulin delivery was about 0.25 min. The total basal
dose can be delivered without blood glucose control. This insulin
delivery system will be useful for application in diabetic patients,
especially for treatment with continuous infusion and/or correction
of bolus dose.Amanita phalloides poisoning in pregnant women.
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Although there have been many reports of amatoxin poisoning
during pregnancy, there are few reports of maternal outcome in such
cases. Four pregnant women who were hospitalized with amatoxin
poisoning were managed by careful observation and supportive
therapy including total parenteral nutrition (TPN). One of them gave
birth to a healthy female infant by cesarean section after 38 weeks'
gestation. The other three were 2d92ce491b
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