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money influences elections. The data comes from The Center for Responsive Politics and will be available at no cost to

interested readers. “What we’re doing is transparent about who gives money to candidates and what they say about issues. There
is a ton of data out there about campaign contributions, but it’s all secret,” said Mark Anderson, director of the Sunlight

Foundation, which will build the database. “It tells us who’s contributing. It tells us where the money is coming from and what
they’re trying to get out of it.” The Tribune is looking for help distributing the data. ProPublica, a nonprofit news organization
that relies on donations and grants, will provide the digital platform that will allow for more complex analysis, Anderson said.
“We’re seeing that the database can be used for more sophisticated analysis,” he said. “So that will be helpful in understanding
who donated what to whom.” Campaign finance laws are written to ensure that large contributors can’t hold undue influence

over elected officials. But the details of the process have left voters in the dark about who has been spending so much money to
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came from just 2 percent of contributors. In Texas, 96 percent of contributions came from just 2 percent of contributors. “It’s
alarming to me that a few people are donating millions of dollars and no one knows who they are,” said Representative Eddie
Lucio III, a Democrat who will chair the House Committee on State Affairs if the Democrats win the chamber. The Tribune

plans to release the data in the coming months. While OpenSecrets currently publishes a database of campaign contributions, it
doesn’t reveal who is donating the money. The database will show that certain industries are donating more money. ProPublica’s
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