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Mono because they didn’t want to be part
of Microsoft’'s desktop/mobile empire. Yet,
while this wasn’t a bad decision in the
short term, in the end, ReactOS is its own
thing and the team behind it prefers to
keep their focus on the Windows-only
code base, rather than the cross-platform,
open-source goodness. There's a question
now that should make you think twice
about Mono: What happens to the over
90% of developers in the open-source
community that use Mono on Windows
because they don’t have Windows? Are
they going to have to look for another
environment for their.NET cross-platform
solutions? There’s no easy answer to this
question. While open source is open, it's
not free and Mono developers need to
own their technology (in open-source
speak, “free beer, free speech”). That's
where FOSM comes in; it’s a set of
patches to make the Mono C# compiler
plug into the F# compiler and produce

7/11



the same code. This all started after
FOSM was included in Mono 2.10 as a
quick workaround to get some of the
Mono features into ASP.NET 5, like
ldentity and ASP.NET Identity. However,
FOSM got much more popular than
expected and it’s now part of Mono 4.0.
How does it work? For the open-source
developer, FOSM is mostly a way to use
the Mono C# compiler to target the F#
compiler to produce C# with F# syntax.
For the closed-source developer, FOSM is
a nice way to target both the.NET and
Mono frameworks using the same
compiler to target Mono and.NET projects.
As a result, the Mono team now officially
supports cross-platform (including Linux)
and cross-platform for.NET. However,
Microsoft has nothing to do with this
project, it's “independent”. The last
dependency was fixed a few months ago.
However, the Mono
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